
Name:  _______________________ 
 
Memo:  _______________________ 

Graphic Novella Rubric 

 There is no credit for tasks scoring below level 3. The rubric is on a five-point scale to parallel the NYS essay 
rubrics. 

 Students should not choose this task unless they excel at art.  
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Graphic Design Elements 
 Elements of Design—carefully planned work, shows awareness of elements and 

principles of design; chose color scheme carefully; used space effectively. 
 Creativity / Originality—artist’s own unique style is evident even if developing; evi-

dence of originality;  
 Craftsmanship / Skill / Consistency — drawing is consistently clean, error free,  
Story Elements 
 Dramatic tension — Possesses a strong dramatic tension; keeps reader interested; 

grounded in a significant problem that needs to be addressed; no clarity errors. 
 Content — Work brings time & place character lived alive; vividly describes her/

his experiences and values; refers to relevant, historically accurate details. 
 Organization: Work has a strong lead, a developed middle, and a satisfying end-

ing, all in an order that makes sense, flows, and hangs together. 
 
 

 Elements of Design—carefully planned work, shows awareness of elements and 
principles of design; chose color scheme carefully; used space effectively. 

 Artist’s own unique style is not evident even if developing; Some evidence of origi-
nality;  

 There are some weaknesses in craftsmanship.  
 Possesses a dramatic tension that keeps reader interested; grounded in a signifi-

cant problem that needs to be addressed;  
 Work brings time & place character lived alive; vividly describes her/his experi-

ences and values; refers to relevant, historically accurate details. 
 Work has a strong lead, a developed middle but there may be clarity errors. 

 Elements of Design—evidently a planned work, weaknesses in elements and prin-
ciples of design, color scheme, use of space. There are some weaknesses in 
craftsmanship.  

 Artist’s own unique style is not evident even if developing; Some evidence of origi-
nality;  

 Lacks dramatic tension that keeps reader interested. 
 There is limited historical content. 
 

 There are weaknesses in application of design elements and craftsmanship. Draw-
ing may not be clean and carefully executed. May be weaknesses in use of 
space, color, or representations are ambiguous. 

 Though there are original elements to the design, the artist’s own style may not be 
defined or evident. 

 There is limited historical content, and a lack of dramatic tension  
 The work may be purely descriptive and without discernable story line. 
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THIS TASK HAS NOT YET BEEN CALIBRATED. 
 
This rubric was aligned to New York State Grade 8 Intermediate Social Studies Test and to the New 
York State Global History and Geography Regents Exam using standardized z-score equivalency 
procedure in ___________________. All distributions are normal (fit empirical rule). Individual scores on 
this rubric can be transformed as state exam equivalent scores using the standardized z-score 

Base Scores 
for Alignment 

This Task 
Equivalent Int. 
SS Test Score 

This Task 
Equivalent 

Regents Score 

NYS Int. SS Test 
Standard 

Score 

Regents Stan-
dard Score 

This Task Stan-
dard Score 

aligned with 
NYS Int. SS Test  

This Task Stan-
dard Score 

aligned with 
Regents 
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David Jones, 2010, www.JonesHistory.net  

z = (i–    )/s This Rubric     =  
S=  

NYS Int. SS Test    = 82.6 
S = 11.71 

Regents     = 76.5 
S = 16.83 

This Task New York State Intermediate 
Social Studies Test  

Global History and Geogra-
phy Regents  

N= 
random scores of ___ 

N= 30 
random scores of 87 over 3 years 

N=30 
random scores of 72 over 3 years 

Rubric Information for Task: Graphic Novella 

NOTES 
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