Five Minute Public Presentation

Social Studies

Mr. Jones

Assigned: __________________________

Due: ___________________

The following report topics are drawn from NYS Global Studies Regents examinations and modified to fit our current studies. They may easily find their way into exams and essays.

Your goal in this activity is to teach the class your interpretation of the topic and develop your own personal public speaking skills.
· Use appropriate volume, posture, and enunciation to enhance the class’ opportunity to learn from what you taught.

· Organize your presentation well, with a distinct introduction, development, and conclusion.

· You may use notes, but you lose lots of points if you read it like a script.

· Create a balanced presentation: don’t overload the class with more facts than they can manage in 5 minutes.
· If you are absent the day the task is assigned, you will present within the next two class periods.
· If you’re absent the day you’re assigned to present, you are expected to present at the next class you are present.
· If you are not prepared to present on the day-time you are assigned, you may present at the next class with a score penalty of -15 points.

Theme: Change

The ideas and beliefs of philosophers and leaders have led to changes in nations and regions.

For your assigned leader,

· Explain a major area of belief of that philosopher or leader
· Discuss how that idea or belief changed a nation or region.
Theme: Change

Throughout history, the actions of leaders have changed the society in which they lived.

For your assigned leader,

· Describe one situation the leader attempted to change
· Describe one action the leader took to change the situation
· Discuss the impact of that action on the society in which the leader lived
Theme: Science and Technology
Science and technology have played a critical role in altering the course of human history.


For your assigned domain, 

· Identify one advance associated with it
· Explain the relationship between the scientific or technological advance and a specific event or period in history
· Analyze how these advances changed the course of history.
Theme: Movement of People and Goods

Trade routes and trade organizations have had an impact on nations and regions. The effects have been both positive and negative. 
For your assigned trade route,

· Explain one reason for the establishment of the trade route

· Discuss one positive or one negative effect of the trade route on the region under study.
Theme: Conflict

Conflicts between groups of people have threatened peace in many nations and regions.

For your assigned conflict,

· Discuss one major cause of the conflict

· Identify two opposing groups involved and discuss one viewpoint of each group

· Discuss the extent to which the conflict was or was not resolved.



Theme: Human Rights Violations

The human rights of many groups have been violated at different times in various nations and regions. Efforts by governments, groups, and individuals to resolve these human rights violations have met with mixed results.
For your assigned group(s):

· Describe the historical circumstance that led to the violation

· Describe an example of a human rights violation

· Discuss the extent to which a government, group, or an individual made an attempt to resolve this human rights violation.

Theme: Economic Systems

Societies have developed different economic systems for many reasons. Some of these economic systems include Manorialism, capitalism, and communism.
For your assigned economic system(s):

· Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the development of the economic system.
· Describe two features of the system.

· Evaluate the impact of the economic system on this society during a specific historical period.

Theme: Turning Points
Turning points are major events in history that have led to lasting change.
For your assigned turning point(s):

· Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the turning point.

· Explain how the turning point changed the course of history.

Theme: Human and Physical Geography
Geographic factors such as land forms, resources, location, and climate of nations and regions affect how people live.


For your assigned geographic factor / nation or region(s), use specific examples to discuss the influence of the geographic factor on the people of that nation or region.

Theme: Conflict
Differences among groups have often led to conflict.
For your assigned ethnic/religious/political/cultural conflict(s):

· Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the conflict
· Analyze the effect of this conflict on the TWO groups involved.
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