Art Criticism Guide

Name Date
Work of Art:
Artist:
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Completely | Completely Mostly Somewhat Minimally Incorrect or
correct correct correct correct correct incomprehensible
response is | responseis | response response response response
fully adequately | somewhat grossly includes
detailed and | detailed and | lacks detail. | lacks detail gross
completely | accurate. May contain and contains | inaccuracies
accurate. irrelevancies. | inaccuracies | but makes

or one
irrelevancies. | acceptable
statement.
Score = x/30

Use this guide to analyze historical photographs.

Observation
| Knowledge

/5

Subject matter: Study the work for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the
work and then examine individual items.

Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new
details become visible.

People Objects Activities




Comprehension Description: What do | see? (feel, hear, smell, taste)?

/5
Medium: What tools, materials, or processes did the art maker use?
Form: What elements did the maker choose and how did the maker
organize the elements?
Analysis
Interpretation: What is the artwork about?
/5

Evidence: What evidence inside or outside the artwork supports my
interpretation?

Comprehension List three adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in the work or its
affect on you
/5




Evaluation

Judgment: Is it a good artwork?
/5
- Criteria: What criteria do | think are most appropriate for judging the
artwork?
Evidence: What evidence inside or outside the artwork relates to each
criterion?
Judgment: Based on the criteria and evidence, what is my judgment about
the quality of the artwork?
Analysis List two things the work tells you about life at that time the work was
produced.
/5
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