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Linguistics is the study of
languages. It is a social
science associated with
Anthropology, the study of
ourselves. These brief lessons
are intended to review some
cultures and civilizations we have already studied and
to give you some experience in the study of
languages.

When you're done with these lessons, you should
come away with

o Understanding of the large number and types of
languages there are

o How languages change over time

o How certain languages are related

o Familiarity with different writing systems



Linguistics Trivia

e There are around languages in the world.

e The easiest language for English speakers to learn is

e In order, the top 5 languages of the world by number
of speakers are

e 94% of the earth’s population speaks of the
languages

e The language most closely related to English is

, a language similar to Dutch spoken in

Northern Belgium

. has more English speakers than the United
States

e |n most languages, just over words make up
about half of all words used in conversation

e In nearly every language in the world, the word for
¢ ” starts with an [m] sound.

e English is the only language that capitalizes

e The world’s most widely spoken language is the
mandarin dialect of Chinese

e The third longest word in English is
antidisestablishmentarianism

e The longest word in the English language is
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis

e The Old English word for * " is “fneosan’”.
e The Sanskrit word for “ ” means “desire for
more cows’”.

e The word “byte” is a contraction of the word *
e “pinocchio” is Italian for “ §
e In English, there is no word that rhymes with
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Lesson 1: Language Change and Word Origins

You should know that...

Language is in a constant state of change — even
from one generation to the next

Languages gradually change over time

If a group of speakers is divided and separated
for a long period of time, the language will
change differently in each group ("Wave
Theory”).

Patterns of language change match historical
migration patterns

The invention of writing has slowed down
language change (for those languages that have
a writing system)

Many words change their meanings over time.
The study of a word’s history is called
etymology.



IV. The Peterborough Chronicle -

One of the most interesting surviving prose works of OE is the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle,
the umbrella title given to several different but related chronicles. King Alfred probably
initiated the writing of the Chronicle toward the end of the ninth century, and some of the
regional chronicles were kept up to date until well after the Norman Conquest. The
following passage is the entry for 1085 in the Peterborough Chronicle, telling about the
instituting of the Domesday Book. Note the indignation of the scribe at this point—the
people suspected the king was up to no good with his census; they rightly feared new

taxes.

On pisum geare menn cwydodon & to sodan sazdan pet Cnut
In this  year men declared & in truth  said that Canute

cyng of Denmearcan, Swagnes sune cynges, fundade hiderward
king of Denmark, King Swegn’s son, set out toward this place

& wolde gewinnan bis land mid Rodbeardes eorles fultume of
& wanted to conquer this land with Earl Rotbert’s help of

Flandran, fordan pe Cnut heafde Rodbeardes dohter. Da Willelm
Flanders, because Canute had Rotbert’s daughter. When William

Englalandes cyng, be pba was sittende on Normandige for8ig he
England’'s king, who was dwelling in Normandy because he

ahte &gder ge Englaland ge Normandige, bis geaxode, he ferde into
held both England and Normandy, this learned, he went into

Engialande mid swa mycclan here ridendra manna & gangendra
England with so great (an) army (of) horsemen & foot soldiers

of Francrice and of Brytlande swa n&fre @r bis land ne gesohte,
from France and from Wales as never before this land approached,

swa pet menn wundredon he pis land mihte eall pone here afedan;
so that men marveled how this land could all the army support;

















































































